THE IMPERIALIST LIKIN THIEVES

"And do yon not know that there is no such
thing as an appeal to higher authority in China?
And if yon should go to the higher officials, they,
too, would only make more trouble for us."

According to the forecast of the junk captain,
the junk passengers did have trouble; for the
officials kept the junk there all the rest of that day
and the succeeding night and well into the next
morning, when the captain was made to pay bribe
money that the combined set of officials blandly
called a "fine."

Wen, however, took advantage of the situation
by preaching to the passengers the need of a po-
litical reform in China.

"Will you continue to be indifferent/' he asked,
"when China is in the grip of official corruption
and vice ?" Up to the last hour, when the old junk
finally landed him at Kam Shing anchorage, he
worked among the passengers, trying to make
converts to reform.

From Kam Shing, Wen proceeded up the river
to his home in Blue Valley, where, after the feast-
ing and rejoicing were at an end, he entered upon
a period which he described to me as his "wasted
year"; for in Blue Valley he had to abandon fur-
ther attempt at progress in Occidental learning.
I do not consider, however, that the year was
wasted. It seems to me that this year was one of
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